
Early Literacy
Development
presented by Kelly Reider



Ready, Aim, Teach LLC

Meet and Greet

Kelly Reider, Founder
English Learner Portal

• Currently a high-school newcomer ESL tutor 
& Founder/Lead Facilitator for ELP

• Former District Level ESL Coordinator in Anne 
Arundel County, MD

• Former Elementary Assistant Principal, Staff 
Development Specialist, K-12 ESL, and 
elementary classroom teacher.



Ready, Aim, Teach LLC

Outcomes

Participants will:

• explore a process for developing literacy using 
speaking as a support and

• consider how to differentiate the instructional 
process for various proficiency levels.
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Whole to Part Planning



Center for Applied Linguistics

English learners  must use the 
language to learn the language –
quality engagement with peers and 
teachers.

Critical Thinking Comprehensibility

English learners need opportunities 
to build their critical thinking skills 
while exploring a variety of means to 
express their thinking.

How do we get a message across 
beyond just listening?  Providing 
visuals, manipulatives, gestures,
organizers, multimedia, etc.

Background
Knowledge

& 
Sociocultural 

Context

Interaction

The Three Principles



Comprehensible Input

i+1
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grow    work    together     helping

sunny     warm



Developing Word Level

Possible Teachable Topics – Word Level

• Basic nouns/pronouns
• Science vocabulary
• Verbs
• Singular/plural

Sentence
• Adjectives/descriptive language (higher levels)
• Conjunctions
• Comparatives
• Words/terms that show time

Discourse
• Organization (usually in editing)
• Beginning, middle , end

Our Words
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Developing Sentence Level

Our Words

Grandma       grandmother      aunt

girl   child    young

garden   dirt / soil   flower   flowers   plant  plants

seeds     water     sun    air    stem   stems  root

roots     shovel    trowel    leaves

flower pot        gloves

grow    work    together     helping

sunny     warm

Our Ideas

The grandma is teaching the girl to plant flowers.

Grandma uses a shovel or trowel.

They put dirt or soil in the flower pot.

It is a warm day.

They put a seed in the pot.

The seed needs water and sun to grow.

The seed will grow into a stem and flower with 
leaves.



Developing Discourse Level



Whole to Part

• Teacher read aloud of final text.

• Choral read.

• Select parts of the whole to teach in a mini-lesson.

• Partner read the final text.

• Try independent writing to put the parts back into a whole.



Kelly Reider      info@englishlearnerportal.com
https://www.englishlearnerportal.com

Contact us!

mailto:info@englishlearnerportal.com
https://www.englishlearnerportal.com/
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